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Long-term results of noncultured epidermal 
cellular grafting in vitiligo, halo naevi, 
piebaldism and naevus depigmentosus
The aim of this study was to evaluate the results of non-
cultured epidermal cellular grafting in patients with several 
types of leucoderma. More than 75% repigmentation was 
achieved in 71% of patients. Best results were obtained 
in segmental vitiligo, halo naevi and piebaldism, where-
as results in generalized or mixed vitiligo were inferior. 
In 80% some colour mismatch was reported, which was 
reported as significantly less after sun exposure (P = 0.012). 
Seven per cent of patients, all with generalized vitiligo, 
observed some loss of the repigmentation; the remaining 
patients maintained the repigmentation after a mean follow 
up of 4 years. Br J Dermatol 2010; 163: 1186–93.
Preferential inhibition of the mRNA 
expression of p38 MAPK regulated cytokines 
in psoriatic skin by anti-TNFa therapy
This study investigated the early effects of adalimumab on 
the expression of inflammatory cytokines known to play a 
key role in the pathogenesis of psoriasis. Johansen et al. 
demonstrate for the first time that anti-TNFa therapy pref-
erentially inhibits the mRNA expression of p38 MAPK 
regulated cytokines in psoriatic skin. Rapid inhibition (day 
4) in the mRNA expression of the inflammatory cytokines 
interleukin (IL)-1b, IL-8, IL-17C and IL-20 with adalimumab 
treatment was found. This is before any clinical or histo-
logical improvements are detectable. In contrast, the mRNA 
expression of the Th17-derived cytokines IL-17A, IL-17F 
and IL-22 was not significantly inhibited until 2 weeks after 
the start of treatment. These findings would support that 
inhibition of p38 MAPK, but not STAT3, may be a mode 
of action by which adalimumab mediates its antipsoriatic 
effect. Br J Dermatol 2010; 163: 1194–204.
Elicitation of the immune response  
to p-phenylenediamine in allergic patients: 
the role of dose and exposure time
Elicitation responses after application of a typical hair dye 
product containing 2% p-phenylenediamine (PPD) for 30 
min followed by rinsing were analysed in 38 PPD-allergic 
individuals with a documented history of hair dye-related 
allergy. Skin binding experiments in vitro were performed 
to distinguish the dose available for elicitation from the 
applied dose. A positive reaction was elicited in 20 of 20 
patients with patch test grades ++ to +++ and 12 of 18 
with grade +. In vitro testing found that under conditions 
of diagnostic patch testing, the dose available for elicita-
tion was more than 10-fold higher compared with the dose 
available during the simulated hair dyeing. Despite 10-fold 
lower concentrations of PPD, the simulated hair dye test 
was sufficient to elicit a clearly noticeable reaction in 84% 
of PPD patch test-positive individuals. Br J Dermatol 2010; 
163: 1205–11.
The spectrum of histopathological features in 
acute generalized exanthematous pustulosis: 
a study of 102 cases
Halevy et al. report the results of a multinational retrospective 
histopathological study which provides diagnostic clues 
in favour of acute generalized exanthematous pustulosis 
(AGEP) in patients with a pustular eruption. It included 102 
hospitalized patients with a validated diagnosis of probable 
or definite AGEP. The authors conclude that the diagnosis of 
AGEP may be based on key histopathological features com-
bined with supporting clinical signs. These histopatho logical 
features include superficial spongiform pustules, spongiosis, 
exo cytosis of neutrophils, necrotic keratinocytes, papillary 
oedema, mixed dermal infiltrates, including mid⁄deep-dermal 
and interstitial infiltrates, containing neutro phils and 
eosinophils, and a paucity of classical plaque-type psoriatic 
changes. Br J Dermatol 2010; 163: 1245–52.
Interobserver variability of teledermoscopy: 
an international study
Tan et al. assessed the interobserver variability in tele-
dermoscopy for the diagnosis of lesions referred to a lesion 
diagnosis clinic. Images of 979 lesions from 206 patients were 
distributed to five dermatologists from Australia, New Zealand 
and the U.S.A. Results showed good agreement for mela-
noma among four of the five dermatologists but variability 
existed between Northern and Southern hemisphere derma-
tologists particularly for lesions that were considered atypical 
or benign naevus. There was also more variability in the diag-
nosis of nonmelanocytic lesions, with poor agreement for 
invasive squamous cell carcinoma. Interobserver variability 
among dermatologists is an important aspect for determining 
clinical accuracy and should be the focus of further research. 
Br J Dermatol 2010; 163: 1276–81.
